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Cheeky Chimps

Ridgeway, Ashcott, Bridgwater Somerset. TA7 9PP 

Tel no: 01458 210000

Registered Charity Number: 1045193
SEN Local Offer
Our Preschool

Cheeky Chimps Pre School is located within Ashcott Primary School grounds. We provide high quality childcare for children aged from 21/4 years until they reach school age. We also provide before and after school care for the children of Ashcott School.
We are a small, rural, caring, friendly and welcoming preschool that always strives to:
· Provide a safe, caring, secure and stimulating environment where children are encouraged to reach their full potential.

· Enhance the development and communication skills of all children in a parent involving community based group.​​
· To work within a framework which ensures equality of opportunity for all children and families.
Our facilities include a ramp for ease of access, a disabled toilet if required and visual aids to help with non-verbal communication.
Cheeky Chimps Staff

Our staff are highly qualified, experienced and caring and love working with children. They create a positive, inviting and comfortable environment where children feel safe, happy and valued.

Staff Qualifications:

· The manager is a fully qualified teacher with 8 years teaching experience.

· One of our early years practitioners has a level 5 qualification in childcare.

· Our remaining experienced staff are all qualified to level 3. 
· To ensure that every child’s needs are met at our setting, we have a designated member of staff who is our SENCo (Special Educational Needs Coordinator).
We operate a key worker system where your child will be closely monitored by their appointed member of staff and they will be your first point of contact. However, we also operate an open door policy so if you have any concerns, our staff will make themselves available to you to discuss these.

How does the setting know if children need extra help? And what should I do if I feel that my child may have special educational needs (SEN)?

If you feel that your child has SEN before they attend the preschool, please talk to a member of staff who will discuss your child's individual needs and tailor their provision accordingly.

When starting at Cheeky Chimps, children are given opportunity to settle down within their new surroundings throughout our induction process. If appropriate, we encourage parents to stay initially, or if possible, to take advantage of our Stay and Play sessions so that the preschool becomes more familiar. 

Once settled, all children are closely monitored and observed by their key worker. We are introducing an online system to record each child’s progress in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Profile. This system is called Tapestry and it enables us to share information, be it comments, photos or video clips, with you as a parent more frequently. 
Throughout this time, we will adapt the setting to suit your child's needs. If the key person has any concerns about the progress or attainment of your child, they will speak to you, the parents, as well as to the Special Educational Needs Coordinator to arrange and coordinate any necessary support.

How will you support my child?

· All children are encouraged to participate in all activities within Cheeky Chimps and we operate an inclusive policy. 

· Planning is put into place on a daily basis. However, this can be adapted to suit each child's individual needs. 

· Any additional needs your child has may involve help from external advisors. With your permission, the recommended support will be implemented within the setting and the staff will update you frequently on the progress that your child is making. We will then develop further strategies to support your child so that they are enabled to achieve their full potential.

How will I know how my child is doing?

· Your child's key person will observe and adjust activities to suit your child's abilities. They will monitor and record your child's achievements on Tapestry and you can view these attainments when they are emailed to you by the manager at Cheeky Chimps. 

· Cheeky Chimps has an open door policy and welcomes contact from parents. The staff will be free to discuss any concerns that you may have and will do their upmost to support you with your child's learning. 

· We run parents’ evenings at different times throughout the year, giving opportunity for a more formal meeting and update on your child’s progress.
What support will there be for my child's overall wellbeing?

· All our staff are trained in paediatric first aid and any additional staff training can be arranged to provide the support your child requires. Please discuss any specific needs that your child has so that we can make the necessary arrangements to support them.

· Your child's wellbeing is very important to us and our staff will endeavour to support your child to ensure that their personal, social and emotional needs are met, therefore enabling them to learn in a safe, secure, stimulating and caring environment.

· We provide a questionnaire when your child joins the setting which enables us to find out a little about them. We use this information to plan activities that they will enjoy and find stimulating.
What specialist services are accessed by the preschool?

· When a child has a specific need, we are able to access County services. In the first instance, this is the Area SENCo who is able to help reach the range of outside professionals who may be needed to support your child. These services can include Speech and Language Therapists, Educational Psychologists, Social Workers, Paediatricians and Portage Workers.

· We are also linked to a local health visitor and we are able to arrange visits on pre-arranged occasions.
How accessible is the preschool environment?

· Our preschool is accessible for wheelchair users as we have a ramp to access the preschool and our outside area is on a level surface. The inside of the building is also level and we have a disabled toilet if required. 

· All of our activities can be adapted, if required, to allow access for your child to participate fully.

· All children have the right to access any activities arranged for outside of the setting and arrangements would be made, wherever possible, to provide support to allow your child to be included.
How will you ensure that my child is able to communicate their needs and wishes as well as understand other people's communication in the setting?
· We have labels and pictures of different activities in our setting as well as visual timetables. These will aid your child in communicating their wishes as well as understanding others. 

· If your child is unable to speak English, we can put you in contact with the County's EAL specialist team who will be able to support you and your family. There are also additional training courses that our staff can attend when needed.
How will you help my child to build relationships and make friends?
· Our experienced staff encourage the children to build relationships by modelling, playing with the children and providing adult led sessions that promote social interactions. Free play is encouraged within the setting, giving additional opportunity for the children to form and build relationships. 
· Snack and lunchtimes are shared together, encouraging communication in a group setting.
· We run a Stay and Play session on a Thursday afternoon where parents, children and staff are able to mingle in a non-formal manner. This can give an opportunity for your child to interact with the other children in a relaxed informal manner even before they have started at Cheeky Chimps.

How will the preschool support my child's transitions to new settings?

As we are located in the Ashcott Primary School grounds, we are very closely linked to the school which ensures that the children in our care have a fantastic transition between preschool and school. However, the activities that we provide are suitable for transition to any primary school because they prepare the children for the activities that happen in the Reception year. These activities include:

· Trips to the Reception class and school playground to familiarise the children with a classroom and school environment. 

· The Reception teacher and TA visit the preschool weekly in the summer terms. This enables the children to build a relationship with the staff so that they feel comfortable and know the adults that will be caring for them at school.

· Joint activities with the Reception class for special events.

· Phonics and number sessions run within Cheeky Chimps to enable the children to become ‘school ready’.

· Watching school performances and attending some assemblies.

Having very close links to Ashcott Primary School enables us to meet with the teacher and discuss any specific requirements your child may have. If your child has been identified as having Special Educational Needs, regardless of whether your child will attend Ashcott Primary School or another school in the area, a School Entry Planning Meeting will be arranged. This will be attended by you, preschool staff, school staff and any external professionals involved with your child. This plan will enable the smooth transition for your child from preschool to school and ensure all their needs are fully met.

Who can I contact for further information?

If your child is already at the setting, then your key person is your first point of contact. However, all members of staff will be very happy to help you with any concerns. If you feel that you require further guidance, the manager, Kate Rogers, will be very happy to speak to you. If you are considering our setting for your child then please contact Cheeky Chimps on  01458 210000 or email cheekychimpspreschool@gmail.com 
